MANUAL OF ENTOMOLOGY

MELYRIDJS.
Like Cantharidae, but abdomen with only six sternites.
Claws often furnished with a membranous appendage
beneath.
This family contains a large number of species of wide
distribution, although chiefly in temperate regions.
They are variable in shape, some being rather short and
broad, while others are much longer and narrow. Usually
their colouring is bright, blue or green with red or orange
markings being characteristic.
The head is of moderate size and is well produced in front
of the eyes. The antennae, which are either filiform or serrate,
are inserted on the sides of the frontal part, except in the genus
Malachius, in which they are more between the eyes. There
is quite a distinct labrum. The members of the sub-family
MalacMince possess curious, fleshy vesicles at the sides of the
thorax and abdomen: these vesicles are capable of being
extended and contracted and it is probable they emit an
offensive odour. The elytra of some species cover the abdomen
while in others the apex is left slightly exposed. The abdomen
has only six visible ventral segments, which character forms a
distinguishing feature between this and the preceding family.
The legs are long and slender and are provided beneath the
claws with a membranous lobe or pad-like appendage. The
integument is as a rule weak, but tends to hardness in some
forms. The larvae of several species have been described by
Ferris. They are all much alike, elongate and sublinear,
slightly narrowed in front and behind, with a rather long,
narrow, hairy head and single long setae at the sides of the
abdominal segments. The legs are comparatively long. The
head and the last segment, which terminates in two chitinous
and somewhat hooked processes, are dark, while the ground
colour of the rest of the body is pale or livid rose with spots
or patches on the front parts.
The adults frequent flowers with the exception of a few
species which live in rotting wood. There seems to be some
doubt as to their food habits ; but it is probable they are carni-
vorous, although they are said in some cases to consume parts
of flowers. Fowler lists eighteen British species.